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1
PROXIMITY INITIATED CO-BROWSING
SESSIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation application of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/526,652 filed on Jun. 19,
2012.

BACKGROUND

Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to
co-browsing sessions. More particularly, embodiments relate
to the use of physical bumps between handheld devices to
initiate co-browsing sessions.

If someone viewing a web page on a handheld device is
interested in sharing that web page with another person, the
person sharing the web page may be limited to either handing
the device to the other person or sending the other person a
link to the web page. Handing the device to the other person,
however, can raise security concerns because the other person
could gain access to other sensitive data and/or applications
on the device. Moreover, if the person sharing the web page
wishes to share multiple pages (e.g., a particular browsing
sequence), both alternatives can be time consuming and
inconvenient to the individuals involved. While certain screen
sharing solutions may permit the display output of one device
to be viewed on another device, there remains considerable
room for improvement. For example, the establishment of
conventional screen sharing sessions can be complicated and
time consuming. Additionally, if the person sharing the dis-
play output switches to a view having sensitive content (e.g.,
personal email), that content may also be displayed on the
device of the other person, which can also raise security
concerns.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Embodiments may include a computer program product
having a computer readable storage medium and computer
usable code stored on the computer readable storage medium.
If executed by a processor, the computer usable code may
cause a first device to detect one or more proximity events
between the first device and a second device, and initiate a
co-browsing session between the first device and the second
device based on the proximity event.

Embodiments may include a computer program product
having a computer readable storage medium and computer
usable code stored on the computer readable storage medium.
If executed by a processor, the computer usable code may
cause a first device to detect one or more proximity events
between the first device and a plurality of second devices, and
initiate a co-browsing session between the first device and the
plurality of second devices based on the one or more proxim-
ity events.

Embodiments may include a computer program product
having a computer readable storage medium and computer
usable code stored on the computer readable storage medium.
If executed by a processor, the computer usable code may
cause a first device to detect a proximity event between the
first device and a second device, prompt a user for authoriza-
tion to initiate a co-browsing session in response to the prox-
imity event, and connect a local browser on the first device to
a central proxy server if an affirmative response to the prompt
is received to initiate the co-browsing session. The computer
usable code, if executed, can also cause the first device to
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determine that the local browser has been placed in a back-
ground mode, receive one or more co-browsing updates origi-
nating from the second device, and apply at least one of the
one or more co-browsing updates originating from the second
device to the local browser while the local browser is in the
background mode.

Embodiments may include a computer program product
having a computer readable storage medium and computer
usable code stored on the computer readable storage medium.
If executed by a processor, the computer usable code may
cause a first device to detect one or more proximity events
between the first device and a plurality of second devices, and
connect a local browser on the first device to a central proxy
server to initiate a co-browsing session between the first
device and the plurality of second devices based on the one or
more proximity events. The computer usable code, if
executed, may also cause the first device to identify one or
more co-browsing updates originating from the first device,
and transmit at least one of the one or more co-browsing
updates originating from the first device to the central proxy
server. Moreover, the computer usable code, if executed, can
cause the first device to determine that the local browser on
the first device has been placed in a background mode, receive
one or more co-browsing updates originating from one or
more of the plurality of second devices, and apply at least one
of the one or more co-browsing updates to the local browser
while the local browser is in the background mode.

Embodiments may also include a computer implemented
method that provides for detecting a proximity event between
a first device and a second device, and initiating a co-brows-
ing session between the first device and the second device
based on the proximity event.

Embodiments may also include a computer implemented
method that provides for detecting one or more proximity
events between a first device and a plurality of second
devices, and initiating a co-browsing session between the first
device and the plurality of second devices based on the one or
more proximity events.

Embodiments may also include a computer implemented
method that provides for detecting a proximity event between
a first device and a second device, prompting a user for
authorization to initiate a co-browsing session in response to
the proximity event, and connecting a local browser on the
first device to a central proxy server if an affirmative response
to the prompting is received to initiate the co-browsing ses-
sion. In addition, the method can involve determining that the
local browser has been placed in a background mode, receiv-
ing one or more co-browsing updates originating from the
second device, and applying at least one of the one or more
co-browsing updates originating from the second device to
the local browser while the local browser is in the background
mode.

Embodiments may also include a computer implemented
method that provides for detecting one or more proximity
events between a first device and a plurality of second
devices, connecting a local browser on the first device to a
central proxy server to initiate a co-browsing session between
the first device and the plurality of second devices based on
the one or more proximity events, identifying one or more
co-browsing updates originating from the first device, and
transmitting at least one of the one or more co-browsing
updates originating from the first device to the central proxy
server. In addition, the method can involve determining that
the local browser on the first device has been placed in a
background mode, receiving one or more co-browsing
updates originating from one or more of the plurality of
second devices, and applying at least one of the one or more
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co-browsing updates to the local browser while the local
browser is in the background mode.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The various advantages of the embodiments of the present
invention will become apparent to one skilled in the art by
reading the following specification and appended claims, and
by referencing the following drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example of a proximity
event initiated co-browsing session between handheld
devices according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an example of a method of con-
ducting a co-browsing session according to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an example of a co-browsing
update sequence between handheld devices according to an
embodiment; and

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a networking architecture
according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
or more computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.
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Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described below with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

Referring now to FIG. 1, an initiation of a co-browsing
session between a first device 10 and a second device 12 is
shown. In the illustrated example, the devices 10, 12 are
physically bumped together by their respective users, which
triggers an authorization prompt 14 (“Initiate co-browsing
session?”’) on the display of the first device 10. If an affirma-
tive response to the prompt 14 is received, the first device 10
may connect a local browser on the first device 10 to a central
proxy server 16 in order to initiate the co-browsing session.
The central proxy server 16 may in turn notify the second
device 12 of the co-browsing session, wherein the second
device 12 can also present an authorization prompt 18 on the
display of the second device 12. If an affirmative response to
the authorization prompt 18 is received by the second device
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12, both devices 10, 12 may be configured to display a com-
mon web page 20 to their respective users. Moreover, as the
central proxy server 16 generates different web pages for the
co-browsing session due to web browsing activity on either
device 10,12, those pages can be delivered to both devices 10,
12 so that their respective users may experience the same page
navigation sequence. As will be discussed in greater detail,
the co-browsing session can be conducted between more than
two devices.

FIG. 2 shows a method 22 of conducting a co-browsing
session. The method 22 may be implemented in an applica-
tion such as, for example, a web browser, wherein the appli-
cation might be executed on a smart phone, tablet, media
player, personal digital assistant (PDA) or other handheld
device. [llustrated processing block 24 provides for detecting
a proximity event such as a physical bump, Bluetooth con-
nection, RFID (radio frequency identifier) interaction, etc.
between two or more devices, wherein a co-browsing session
can initiated at block 26 based on the proximity event. The use
of physical bumps to initiate co-browsing sessions may be
particularly advantageous due to the simplicity and straight-
forward implementation of such an action. Initiation of the
co-browsing session may involve connecting a local browser
to a central proxy server, as already discussed. In one
example, the local device hashes its own system name con-
catenated with the current time, and issues the result as a
token to the central proxy server and the other devices par-
ticipating in the co-browsing session, wherein the server may
use the tokens to order co-browsing updates and identity the
originator of co-browsing updates.

A determination may be made at block 28 as to whether a
local update is available due to, for example, the user of the
local device requesting a new web page. If so, a co-browsing
update (e.g., web request) can be transmitted to the central
proxy server at block 30. In such a case, the central proxy
server may issue a push notification of the corresponding web
page request to each of the other devices participating in the
co-browsing session. When the requested page is ready, it
may also be delivered to each of the devices participating in
the co-browsing session. If more than two devices are partici-
pating in the co-browsing session, the update could be trans-
mitted to an ordered queue of the central proxy server,
wherein the server may be configured to use the queue to keep
track of all requests that are coming in from the participatory
devices. Requests can therefore be placed in the back of the
queue as they arrive, with duplicate requests being omitted
from the queue.

Tlustrated block 32 determines whether a remote update
(e.g., update originating at another device in the co-browsing
session, server response to local update, and so forth) is
available. Thus, the determination at block 32 might involve
ascertaining whether any push notifications of pending web
page requests or new web pages have been received from the
central proxy server. If so, the remote update can be applied to
the local browser at block 34. As will be discussed in greater
detail, the application of the remote update to the local
browser may take place even when the browser has been place
in a background mode. If it is determined at block 36 that the
co-browsing session is not over, the update checks may be
repeated.

Turning now to FIG. 3, a co-browsing update sequence
between two devices is shown. The illustrated sequence may
also take place with respect to more than two devices. In the
illustrated example, at stage S, a first device 38 requests aweb
page from a central proxy server 42 in order to place its
browser in a first state (“State 1”). At stage S, the central
proxy server 42 also places the browser of a second device 40
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in the first state due to the device 38, 40 being participants in
a co-browsing session. The first device 38 may then request
another web page from the central proxy server 42 in order to
place its browser in a second state (“State 2”). If, however, the
browser on the second device 40 has been placed in the
background in order to view another application such as, for
example, an email inbox application 41, the update can still be
applied to the browser of the second device. More particu-
larly, the second device 40 may have a state module 44 that
receives the update and stores the update to an appropriate
memory location 46 (e.g., state cache) associated with the
browser state. Accordingly, when the browser on the second
device 40 is returned to the foreground mode at state S5, the
browser will be in the same state (“State 2”) as that of the first
device 38. Of particular note is that the server 42 is not
involved at stage S;, in the example shown.

FIG. 4 shows a networking architecture 48 in which user
equipment (UE) devices 50 include browsers 52 that are
configured to detect one or more proximity events between
the devices 50 and initiate a co-browsing session between the
devices 50 based on the proximity events. The proximity
events may include, for example, a physical bump between
the devices 50, as already noted. The co-browsing session
may be conducted over a network 54 and with respect to a
central server 56. In the illustrated example, the server 56 can
have stored thereon hypertext markup language (HTML) and
other markup language-encoded content, as well as databases
and applications such as Java and other applications. The
illustrated server 56 also includes an ordered queue 58 to
facilitate the tracking of co-browsing updates from the
devices 50. The network 54 can itself include any suitable
combination of servers, access points, routers, base stations,
mobile switching centers, public switching telephone net-
work (PSTN) components, etc., to facilitate communication
between the UE devices 50 and the server 56.

Techniques described herein may therefore enable quick
and convenient initiation of co-browsing sessions between
nearby devices. Moreover, continuing to apply co-browsing
updates while the browser is in the background can enable
users to switch between applications during a co-browsing
session, which may be particularly advantageous in handheld
devices having very limited screen space. Additionally, the
use of co-browsing sessions can address security concerns by
preventing data and/or applications other than the browser
from being viewed by other devices.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s). It should
also be noted that, in some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the specified
functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions. In addition, the terms “first”,
“second”, etc. may be used herein only to facilitate discus-
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sion, and carry no particular temporal or chronological sig-
nificance unless otherwise indicated.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate from the foregoing
description that the broad techniques of the embodiments of
the present invention can be implemented in a variety of
forms. Therefore, while the embodiments of this invention
have been described in connection with particular examples
thereof, the true scope of the embodiments of the invention
should not be so limited since other modifications will
become apparent to the skilled practitioner upon a study of the
drawings, specification, and following claims.

We claim:

1. A computer implemented method comprising:

detecting one or more proximity events between a first

device and a plurality of second devices;

connecting a local browser on the first device to a central

proxy server to initiate a co-browsing session between
the first device and the plurality of second devices based
on the one or more proximity events;

identifying one or more co-browsing updates originating

from the first device;

transmitting at least one of the one or more co-browsing

updates originating from the first device to the central
proxy server;

determining that the local browser on the first device has

been placed in a background mode;
receiving one or more co-browsing updates originating
from one or more of the plurality of second devices; and

applying at least one of the one or more co-browsing
updates to the local browser while the local browser is in
the background mode.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more co-
browsing updates originating from one or more of the plural-
ity of second devices includes one or more of a push notifi-
cation of a pending web page request and a web page.

3. The method of claim 1, further including prompting a
user for authorization to initiate the co-browsing session in
response to the proximity event, wherein the co-browsing
session is initiated if an affirmative response to the prompt is
received.

4. The method of claim 1, further including transmitting at
least one of the one or more co-browsing updates originating
from the first device to an ordered queue of the central proxy
server.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the one or
more proximity events includes a physical bump between the
first device and one or more of the plurality of second devices.

6. A computer implemented method comprising:

detecting a proximity event between the first device and a

second device;

prompting auser for authorization to initiate a co-browsing

session in response to the proximity event;

connecting a local browser on the first device to a central

proxy server if an affirmative response to the prompt is
received to initiate the co-browsing session;

determining that the local browser has been placed in a

background mode;

receiving one or more co-browsing updates originating

from the second device; and

applying at least one of the one or more co-browsing

updates originating from the second device to the local
browser while the local browser is in the background
mode.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein at least one of the one or
more co-browsing updates originating from the second
device includes a push notification of a pending web page
request.
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8. The method of claim 6, wherein at least one of the one or
more co-browsing updates originating from the second
device includes a web page.

9. The method of claim 6, further including:

identifying one or more co-browsing updates originating

from the first device; and

transmitting at least one of the one or more co-browsing

updates to the central proxy server.

10. The method of claim 6, wherein the proximity event
includes a physical bump between the first and second
devices.

11. A computer implemented method comprising:

detecting one or more proximity events between the first

device and a plurality of second devices;

initiating a co-browsing session between the first device

and the plurality of second devices based on the one or
more proximity events;

determining that a local browser on the first device has been

placed in a background mode;
receiving one or more co-browsing updates originating
from one or more of the plurality of second devices; and

applying at least one of the one or more co-browsing
updates to the local browser while the local browser is in
the background mode.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the one or more
co-browsing updates originating from one or more of the
plurality of second devices includes one or more of a push
notification of a pending web page request and a web page.

13. The method of claim 11, further including prompting a
user for authorization to initiate the co-browsing session in
response to the proximity event, wherein the co-browsing
session is initiated if an affirmative response to the prompt is
received.

14. The method of claim 11, further including connecting a
local browser on the first device to a central proxy server to
initiate the co-browsing session.

15. The method of claim 14, further including:

identifying one or more co-browsing updates originating

from the first device; and

transmitting at least one of the one or more co-browsing

updates to the central proxy server.

16. The method of claim 15, further including transmitting
at least one of the one or more co-browsing updates to an
ordered queue of the central proxy server.

17. The method of claim 11, wherein at least one of the one
or more proximity events includes a physical bump between
the first device and one or more of the plurality of second
devices.

18. A computer implemented method comprising:

detecting a proximity event between the first device and a

second device;

initiating a co-browsing session between the first device

and the second device based on the proximity event;
determining that a local browser on the first device has been
placed in a background mode;

receiving one or more co-browsing updates originating

from the second device; and

applying at least one of the one or more co-browsing

updates to the local browser while the local browser is in
the background mode.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the one or more
co-browsing updates originating from the second device
includes one or more of a push notification of a pending web
page request and a web page.
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20. The method of claim 18, further including prompting a
user for authorization to initiate the co-browsing session in
response to the proximity event, wherein the co-browsing
session is initiated if an affirmative response to the prompt is
received.

21. The method of claim 18, further including connecting a
local browser on the first device to a central proxy server to
initiate the co-browsing session.

22. The method of claim 21, further including:

identifying one or more co-browsing updates originating

from the first device; and

transmitting at least one of the one or more co-browsing

updates to the central proxy server.

23. The method of claim 17, wherein the proximity event
includes a physical bump between the first and second
devices.
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